Hungary in Maps






Hungary in Maps

Edited by

KArRoOLY Kocsis
FERENC SCHWEITZER

Geographical Research Institute
Hungarian Academy of Sciences

Budapest, 2009



Authors

ALrOLDI, L., BELUszky, P.,, BEréNyi, 1., Biaari, Z., Boruipi, A., Bozd, L., DomBrADI, E., DOVENYI, Z.,

ErDGsi, F, Fopor, 1., GAL, Z., Haas, J.,, HajpU, Z., HorvAth, F.,, Inotar, A., Katona, T. ., Kocsis, K., KovAcs,

F., Kovacs, Z., Lakatos, 1., MicHALKO, G., NAaGy, E., PAszToR, L., PomAz], 1., PRoBALD, F., ScHweITZER, F.,
SzABO, J., Szavral, S., TArDY, J., TINER, T., ToTH, J., ToTH, L., VARGA, Z., VARALLYAY, GY.

Map authors

ADAM, L., Bapa, G., BELuszky, P, BErENyl, 1., BErREzNAY, A., Binari, Z., Boruipi, A., Borsy, Z.,

BrezsnyANnszky, K., DomBrADI, E., DOVENYI, Z., FEKETE, A., Fopogr, 1., GAL, Z., G6czAN, L., Haas,

J., HorvATH, F., JuHASZ, A., KereszrEsi, Z., Kesztaeryi, Sz., Kiss, E. E., Kocsis, K., KovAacs, Z., LANG,

S., LAszrorry, W., Marosi, S., MicuaLko, G., Monvus, P, Nagy, E., NEmis Nagy, J., PAszTor, L.,

Ptcsi, M., Pesti, Cs., PinczEs, Z., PomAzi, 1., ProBALD, F., Scuweirzer, F., Sikuecyi, F., Somoacyi, S.,

S00, R., SzaBo, B., SzaBo, J., SzEKELY, A., SZENTIMREY, T., SZILARD, ]., TARDY, J., TINER, T., TOTH, J.,
ToétH, L., VARALLYAY, GY., VARGA, B., VARGA, Z., ZOLYOM], B.

Revised by
KLINGHAMMER, 1.
English text checked by Bassa, L. and Szecsk, S.
Cartography
KERESZTESI, Z.
Farkas, 7., Kaiser, L., KovAacs, A., MOLNAR, M.
Typography: GARAT-EDLER, E.
Cover Design: KeresztEsy, Z., KovAcs, A.

Technical Staff: Laczk6, M., Poodr, L.

Printed in Hungary by Mackensen Kft.

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by
means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopy, recording, or any information storage and
retrieval system, without written permission of the publishers.

Publisher: Scuwertzer, FERENC director
Hungarian Academy of Sciences
Geographical Research Institute

www.mtafki.hu

© HAS Geographical Research Institute, 2009
This publication was supported by
HUNGARIAN ACADEMY OF SCIENCES
PAKS NUCLEAR POWER PLANT

ISBN 978-963-9545-25-0



CONTENTS

FOREWORD (Tamn1ds NEMEN)..........c.cvovueiiiineieiiicieieecieie et 7
HUNGARY IN THE WORLD (Kdroly Kocsis—Ferenc SCHWeitzer) .........coouevveiviirenininciniienniecinnenenns 9
CHARACTERISTICS OF HISTORICAL EVOLUTION (Zoltdn Hajdii) ..........ccocvuvvviviviivcicieininnnne. 21
NATURAL ENVIRONMENT .......cociiiiiiiiiiiic s 29
Geophysics (Ferenc Horvith—Endre Dombradi—LAszI0 TOh).........cccveueieveieininicccieieieeieeeennes 29
GeOlOGY (JAN0S HAAS) ...ttt 34
Relief and Landscapes (Ferenc SCHWEItZer) ..........couweueueueueieiiiniiicicicieiee e 38
Climate (Zita Bihari=Sandor Szalai—LAszI0 BOZO) ..........cccovueueiiueieiiieieiieieiccieieecie e 45
Hydrography (LASzI0 AIfSIAI) .........ccovovuiuiiiiiiiiiieiiicieicci s 51
Soils (Gydrgy Virallyay—Ldszlé Pasztor—J0zsef SZAbO) ... 57
Flora (AHla BOTHIAD) ..o 63
Fauna (Zoltan VATGA) ........cccviueuiiiiiiiiiiiiiciciccc s 69
Nature Conservation (Jd1n0s Tardy) ... 72
Environmental Protection (Istvidn Fodor—Istvan POMAZI)..........c.cvoeeueienieieecieiicieieiceieicie e 78
POPULATION AND SETTLEMENT ......ccoiiiiiiiiiiiicccniscss s 84
Demographic Features (Zoltin Dovényi—Kdroly Kocsis—]0zsef TOth) ........ccccoweeeievnenenccccnnnnnnn. 84
Ethnicity and Religion (Kdroly KOCSIS) ........cccvuiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiininiiiiccciciisisssccinessesssssanes 96
Settlements (Pdl Beluszky—Zoltdn KOUACS).........oouvveveeeucieieieisiiicccieieeee s 104
ECONOMY ..ottt 117
General Characteristics of Economy (Ferenc Probald).............cccoccevveviviiuiiciiccccninininiieececae, 117
Agriculture (IStUan Beréryi) ........ovueueiiciueieieieieiiiicccicte et 127
Mining and Energy Supply
(Tamas Jinos Katona—Ferenc Kovics—Istvin Lakatos—Kdroly Kocsis) ... 139
INAUSETY (EVA KISS).c.ouvoiiieiiieiiiiiiiiicictcictcct s 153
Transport (FErenc ETAGST) ..ottt 164
Telecommunications (TiDOT TINEr) .......cccueveueueiiueieiinieiieie et 172
Banking Network (Zoltan Gal) ..........coeevevoiiicceieieieiecccee s 178
Internal Trade (Erika NAQY) ......covvvviiiiiiiiiiciiiiiicccc e 182
Foreign Trade and Capital Exports (Andrds IN0tai) ............ccooveeceieieininininiccceeeecennes 188
Tourism (GADOT MiCHAIKO)..........cuvueeiiiieieiciciciccic s 194
REFEREINCES ..ot 201
LIST OF FIGURES......cocitiiiiiiiiiis st 206
LIST OF TABLES ...ttt 210






FOREWORD

Today’s glo-
balised reali-
ties make, on
the one hand,
acquaint-
ing oneself
with foreign
climes and
on the other,
shaping one’s
own image
abroad, indis-
pensible ac-
tivities. These
days, distant
regions of the earth are now perceived to be
closer and people located in far away locations
are becoming interested in Hungary and its
inhabitants. In the parallel national journeys
of self-awareness and self-promotion, geogra-
phy has played a key role since ancient times.
Consequently, Hungarian geography and car-
tography have always played an eminent part
not only in the development of knowledge of
the country and its nation but — through pub-
lications in foreign languages — in shaping the
image of Hungary abroad.

The time is now upon us to offer an up-
to-date, digestible, English language summary
of the country’s politics, its society and economy,
twenty years after the change in political sys-
tem. A series of regional atlases launched on the
initiative of the Presidency of the Hungarian
Academy of Sciences (HAS) — until now repre-
sented by the publications South Eastern Europe
in Maps (2005, 2007) and Ukraine in Maps (2008) —
provide an appropriate framework for “Hungary
in Maps” which is conceived as a precursor to the
new edition of the National Atlas of Hungary,
to be produced under the coordination of the
Geographical Research Institute HAS.

This publication seeks to inform and
educate about Hungary — a state with over 1100
years of history; a comparatively small country
with a population of ten million and a moderate
supply of raw materials, located in the south-
eastern corner of Central Europe, and more pre-
cisely in the Carpathian Basin — with the help of
more than 220 maps and tables. This is the land
where air flows arriving from the East European

Plain, Atlantic Ocean and Mediterranean Sea
converge but is has also served as an arena for
the mixing of various people and cultural influ-
ences during times of peace, and borne witness
to their bitter clashes during wars. 90% of the
13 to 14 million Hungarians found across the
globe are citizens of only eight countries shar-
ing the territory of the Carpathian Basin. Even
though out of any one hundred Europeans
only two are Hungarian, the historical and cul-
tural significance of this nation at the centre of
Europe has always exceeded its size. Even dur-
ing the socialist era, the country appeared on the
European radar, never more so than at the time
of the revolution in October 1956, and later in
1989 when Hungary, playing an important role
in lifting the Iron Curtain, greatly contributed
to the dismantling of the Berlin wall, German
unification and the collapse of the Eastern Bloc.
Logically enough it was among the first of the
post-communist countries to join NATO and the
EU. Hungary is deserved of close attention not
only in the field of politics, but also that of cul-
ture and learning. Franz Liszt, Erné Dohnanyi,
Béla Bartok and Zoltan Kodaly can take their
rightful place amongst the musical greats of the
world. Of the Nobel Prize laureates (e.g., Albert
Szent-Gyorgyi, Gyorgy Békeésy, Eugene Wigner,
Dennis Gabor, George Andrew Olah and Imre
Kertész) 13 were born in Hungary, and 8 of them
born to Hungarian parents. Thanks to its inter-
national reputation, cultural heritage and na-
ture, the country has become one of the popular
destinations for international tourism over the
past two decades.

On the 20™ anniversary of regime
change, 10™ anniversary of acquiring NATO
membership and the 5" of our EU accession,
the culmination of diverse foreign interest in
the country has precipitated the publication of
this richly illustrated atlas. Benefiting from ex-
planatory text, it seeks to introduce the reader
to Hungary’s natural environment, society and
economy, and the changes therein that have
taken place over the past two decades.

TamAs NEMETH
Secretary General of the HAS






